
“God in Us” (A Godward Christmas) 

Luke 1:26-38; Col 1:15 
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Prayer: Hebrews 1:1-3 

Godward Christmas: God with us; God in us; God for us 

Christmas is incomplete until you come home to Christ.  

Intro Illus: Anticipating a child’s birth: Who will this child be? What will his 

personality be like? Who will he become and what will he do? What will God do 

through the life of this child? Every parent hopes and dreams of great things for 

their child. 

God in Utero (Mary) 

Now take this common experience that many of us have had, imagine how 

much greater the anticipation must have been for Mary. She didn’t know all 

that would become of her firstborn, but knew just enough to magnify her 

wonder. In Luke 1, Mary is given a remarkable message from God through 

an angelic visitation. His message is not only that God is with her (1:28), but 

that God Himself would be in her (1:31) by bearing a special child.  

Let me highlight several important things from this passage: 

a. This child would be conceived by miraculous intervention. Mary is a 

virgin who would become pregnant without the normal means of a 

biological father. In Luke 1:35 she’s told ... “The angel answered 

and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy 

Child shall be called the Son of God.” In other words, the Holy 

Spirit would miraculously implant a seed in Mary’s womb.  

b. This child would be great! This child that she would carry would be 

the long awaited child of promise. The child moving in her womb 

would be none other than the Messiah (vs. 32-33)! This child would 

be for her and all of God’s people.  

c. The Child Mary would carry in her womb would be God Himself. 

The seed that the Holy Spirit would implant in Mary would be the 

very life of God in human flesh—the eternal Son of God in a human 

body (35b). 

Later in Luke 2, when Mary is taking in all the events that surround the birth 

of Jesus (things like shepherds telling of angelic visitations and messages), 

we are told that “Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her 

heart” (2:19).  

Certainly she must have had the same preoccupation of wonderment 

throughout her pregnancy as she reflected on the angel’s announcement to 

her that she was carrying God Himself in human flesh in her very womb—

God in me?!?!.  For Mary there were many questions that would only be 

answered in time about the significance of this child.  

God in Christ  

Let’s turn our attention to Colossians chapter one where we are given a 

portrait of Jesus that answers the very question of who He is (Col 1:15-23a). 

1. He is the image of the invisible God (15). God is spirit and therefore 

invisible. But the invisible God has been made visible in the human 

body of Jesus. When you see Jesus, you see God! 

2. He is the firstborn of all creation (15). This does not mean that Jesus 

is a created being—He has always eternally existed. It is a statement 

about His status, privilege and authority. The firstborn is the one who 

received the rights of the father’s inheritance. As the only begotten 

Son, Jesus is the executer of all God’ creation. 

3. He is the Creator (vs. 16a) “For by Him all things were created,”  

4. He is the purpose for which all things exist (vs. 16b) “both in the 

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,” 

5. He is the preexistent eternal One (vs. 17a) “He is before all things” 

6. He is the sustainer of all things (17b), “in Him all things hold 

together.” 



7. He is the head of the church (vs. 18), “He is also head of the body, 

the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 

that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.”   

8. He is the firstborn from the dead (vs. 18). He is the first to have a 

resurrected body never to die again and with firstborn status He has 

the right to give eternal life to whom He wishes (John 5:21).   

9. He is supreme (preeminent) (vs. 18). 

10. He is the fullness of God (1:19; 2:9) “For it was the Father’s good 

pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,”  “For in Him all the 

fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,” 

11. He is the Peace-maker between God and man (1:19-23)  “
19

 For it 

 was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 
20

 

 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made 

 peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether 

 things on earth or things in heaven. 
21

 And although you were 

 formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 
22

 yet 

 He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in 

 order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond 

 reproach— 
23

 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established 

 and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that 

 you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 

 and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.”  

All of who God is in Christ was in Mary!  

 God in Us 

The reason I have taken you to Colossians 1 this morning is because there is 

something here that should overwhelm you. The very God who took up 

temporary residence in Mary is the very God who wants to take up 

permanent residence in you!  

In Col 1:27 Paul tells us that the great mystery of all that God has planned 

and promised has now been revealed: “Christ in you, the hope of glory!” The 

very Christ that Paul has just described not only came to be God with us, but 

also God in us as we receive Him into our life through faith.  

Listen carefully: Everything we need that’s made available to us in the 

gospel is given to us in Christ. So… 

� God doesn’t just give you some thing called eternal life; He gives 

you His Son, Jesus. 

1 John 5:11-12 ~ “…God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 

His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the 

Son of God does not have the life. 

 

� He doesn’t just give you forgiveness; He gives you Christ.  

� He doesn’t just extend mercy to you; He gives you Christ.  

All that we need from God to be reconciled to God is given to us in Christ. 

He gives us Himself. Salvation from sin and eternal damnation is a 

relationship of being reconciled to God by being joined to Christ.  

Illus: The only relationship that can illustrate this is of marriage. When 

Pauline and I got married we became one. In the same way there is a mutual 

relationship that must be established with Jesus, a new home and identity. 

Becoming one with Jesus doesn’t mean that we become god in any sense. 

When Pauline and I got married I didn’t become Pauline, but Pauline and 

I became one.    

The New Testament uses the language of believers being “in Christ.” And it 

speaks of Christ being in us. For example, in Eph. 3 Paul prayed that “Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith…” He described his own experience 

this way in Gal 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ, therefore it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life that I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for 

me.”  

In fact the ultimate test as to whether or not you are truly a child of God is if 

Christ is in you.  

2 Cor. 13:5 ~ “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 

yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus 

Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test.” 



You must enter into a vital and joyful union with Jesus that He Himself 

described as a relationship between a vine and its branches.  

John 15:5 ~ I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in 

Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do 

nothing. 

 

We are talking about a real personal dwelling of Christ in us. Not just 

agreeing with Jesus or having His ideas in us. He Himself must take up 

residence in our lives.
1
 You come home to Christ through faith when He 

makes His home in you by grace. 

 

All of God in Us 

Jesus is one with the Father and the Spirit. The three members of the 

Godhead are indivisible one. That means that when Christ takes up His 

residence in you, all of God is in you.  

Even the Father Himself comes to dwell in you: 

� John 14:23; Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 

and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make 

Our abode with him.  

� I  John 4:15-16; Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God.  

Finally, the Holy Spirit also takes up residence in the life of believers.  

Romans 8:9, 11; 
9
 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, 

if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not 

have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
  11

 But if the 

Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

1 Cor. 3:16; “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and 

that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” 

                                                           
1 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, pg. 845. 

1 Cor 6:19; “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 

Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you 

are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore 

glorify God in your body.” (cf. 2 Tim 1:14) 

 

These verses provide a remarkable image for us of the temple or tabernacle. 

God is invisible and He is everywhere, but in the Old Testament He would 

manifest His presence in the tabernacle.  

When we come to the New Testament, John tells the Christmas story by 

saying, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). A literal 

rendering of that verse is that Jesus tabernacled among us.  

And then when Jesus left this earth, He sent the Holy Spirit who took up 

residence in every believer. Our bodies are now the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

When people look at our lives they should be able to see the presence, power, 

and grace of God in us.  

God in Us Changes us 

Those who truly believe, truly change.  

2 Cor. 5:17 ~ Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 

things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

 

When Christ comes into our life through faith, our old disposition and 

identify of guilt is replaced with a new heart of grace. When Christ comes 

into our life, it is the beginning of major renovation because our relationship 

with God has changed. No longer are we enemies, cut off from God. We are 

reconciled to God and in this new relationship with God we are given a new 

heart with new desires.   

 

The change that happens when Christ comes into our life is not just 

something theoretical. There are people sitting around you this morning who 

can testify to the change that began when they opened their heart to Christ. 

This morning I’m going to ask Doug and Lynelle to come share their story 

through a song they wrote commemorating the change that happened when 

Christ came into their lives.  

 

[Doug and Lynelle singing, “You Came In”] 



Come Home to Christ  

Are you ready to open the door of your life to Christ? How do you do that? 

You see your need for Him. You realize that there’s nothing you could ever 

do to earn God’s favor and so you put your whole trust in the grace and 

mercy of Jesus to save you.  
 

God became flesh and dwelt/tabernacled among us, God with us.  

Jesus came to be with us so that He could be in us.  

But that would require great sacrifice on His part because there is wall of 

offense that stands between God and man—the offense of our sin. An offense 

so great against a Holy God that it called for a sentence of death.  
 

Yet out of His love, God has made a way for us to be reconciled to Him. The 

Bible says there is one mediator between God and man, the man Jesus Christ, 

who gave Himself a ransom for all (1 Tim. 2:5-6). Jesus came to this earth to 

be one of us and lived a life free of sin so that His life and death would be a 

sufficient payment for sin on our behalf.  
 

Yet His death and resurrection are of no benefit to you unless you are joined 

to Him in faith. I’m not talking about just believing certain things about 

Jesus. You need Him in your life. He didn’t just make a payment for your 

sin. He is the payment. Open your heart and receive Christ today. Welcome 

Him into your life as Savior and Lord.  
 

Christmas will be incomplete and eternity will be lost until you come home 

to Christ.  

  

“Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (vs. 2) 

 Born Thy people to deliver 

 Born a Child and yet a King 

 Born to reign in us forever 

 Now thy gracious kingdom bring 
 

 By Thine own eternal Spirit  

Rule in all our hearts alone 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

 Raise us to Thy glorious throne 

 


